
CAPT. H. M. sEr?LYE, GLOUCBSTBR, MASS. 

Interv iewed  by W i l l i a m  Wakeham, Rlahard Rathbun 

and Hugh Y .  QBlith, November 21, 1893.  (e 

Began nmckerel f iuhiq i n  1870. Has not 

been f ishinr f'or 2 8mumr8. 

Maakerel, me s whole, have apparent ly  

decreased  i n  abundanoe, but within the l a s t  2 

year, 8eem t o  be inareaa inp  back acain. 

Think. the aau.8 or the decreare ie i'rom 

h i l l i n g  so many with the aeines.  

T h e  f i r r t  few y e a r s  they were i n  the 

business had no poaketr .  Would ret larpr 

8 0 h O O l 8  of f i a h  than we have cotten sinee.  

Would dresa p.rt of' them and part 01' them 

rould dim; and the reine8 rould burst and 

would k i l l  more i i 8 h  than they took. That 

t r o u b l e  larteu until .bout 12 y e a r 8  .go. The 

flr8t 7 or 8 yoaro t h e y  8tWted i n  were troublsd 
rn 

with burstiw meinem, e t a .  

' The way we firrt found the m a k e r e l  fI8hlq 



e 

was goinc t o  the Ray hooking. That wa8 about 

1872; and they were mdkinp PO& year'8 work; 

and i n  about 1875 or 1876 oomnenmd June  

seinine;. In those yeare quite a rumber had 

cone into i t .  

l3 

Up t o  18134 the fish oontinued in abundanaq 

but tliere has been a decrease s i n c e  u n t i l  las t  

y e a r .  

I f  the seines were aondemned, and a w n  

wae not allowed to  use one, the vesselr  would 

W e  bdtLer aatoher of fish and mre money. 

Would f i s h  more evenly. 

And another thinp, the l a s t  t i m e  we had 

reciprocity wjth C a n a d a ,  eould Ret fish any- 

where then, were havine good hookinr i n  t h e  

Ray, and the uonsequenoe wa8 the  vease le  had 

good fishing on that &ore w i t h  aainea, but 

after th8t a l l  the V4986Olt3  dropped the Ray a7d 

e8me home here and went to  haokinc, and i'ram 

t h a t  time, in the Eay, the fish aeemsd to leave 

?9 

there and 00- On our coaat. Think8 i t  '1.8 
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the b a i t  they threw that held them. When they 

atopped throrine; bait there the tSsh a m e  on 

th i s  shore altogether. 
0 

In about 1889 we lost t he  li8h an:l they 

went back into the Bay, and the i'irst 2 year8 

there wae good fishirq, but after reaiprocity 

run out the l'ish l e f t  the L a y  and we aould  mt 

f ind  them anywhere. Then re went to the 

Yagdalen's and went t o  throwin& b a i t  when we 

aould not find any fish schoolin(s. Ths bait 

fishermen ola im that brought, the lish back, and 

they hare baten uetchine them ever sinae. '10 

ured to  run up on Pishemaan'r B8nk and lsy 

there and throw bait, and oonsequeatly it was 

not low before we would f i n d  fiah there. 

It i r  hi8 op in ion  th8t if evory vesael  wa8 

oempel&od t o  s t a y  on our own rhore, and throw a 

q u a n t i t y  of bait,  we would bring the P i r h  on 

OUT o m  shore, and would not care  about reai-  

proaSty or anything ela8. Thhk8  madtorel uan 

be tolled by bait. 

e 



Mackerel faed  upon mall minnows and the  

8 red feed p r i n a i p a l l y .  

Whon we rent hooking i n  tho ' 7 0 ' s  would 

eaaroely  ever heavo to on this Rank (Think he 

refera t o  Fieherman'a Eanlc),  ana if  we did 

would not pet a n y t h i q .  When the V 0 8 8 0 l 8  

amme up then  t h e y  rent to heav ing  bait on the 

bank, and the r1.h hare been on it over sinae.  

The pur- reine ha8 done injury to the 

f i sh .  I f  I t  -8 abo l lohed  e n t i r e l y ,  i n  loss 

than 5 year. I t  would be a benofit to every  man 

that goee f irhlne.  Think., aha, that it 

breaks up the schools. 

In  the routhern 8prlne; fishery at timas 

.re f i l l e d  ti*;iee am mny i i u h  u t  w e  taaLtto 

n r k o t .  ?h8t -8 i n  the beFfinnlng of mining.  

Wndertoek to put them en the mrkot,  and found 

it 01or8to&od, and would have t o  chztq, thsa 

everboard. If we 8alt.d tho f ldr  taken on 

tho roathorrr ground. H eoulb m a l  thom. 

m y  would avei.~~5d iraea 87. to  $10. 8 barrel 

8 
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salted. 

Went down tt.on betwosn Cap3 fl!?a-lea and Q 

Care Hatteras. Tas down there  in 1874. 

They hook j u s t  as w e l l  down there  i n  t h e  early 

srriw a s  t h e y  do at t h e  viorth l a t e r  in the 

eeason. ?“oiild c a t c h  8 ttuip an; be home in 

June to 1 0  t o  the Ea::. 

Would go down LO Cape Charles about the 

lost of‘ A p r i l ,  They go now very m a h  earl ier .  

In the early day8 of the seine fishery we 

would lose the most Xish in June and J u l y .  

Would burat the seines oftener then. That 

would be off Yantucket to the western part of 

Georgeo. 

Think8 if  they a b o l i s h e d  t h e  purse seine8 

thore w d d  be more nackerel taken,  on the  

whole, and a better ohanee of their incfea8lng. 

If‘ it-aould not be stopped entirely, no ut48 t o  

t r y  t o  atop I t  a t  all. Would have t o  be 

stopped up to J u l y  anyway, and that would &e 

too short a se&uon for the parre eeirt.. 

a 
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Vould not prohibit them i n  a n y  

Would not prohibit them i n  the 

in  the mpriw, nor i n  the h l f  

c. 
one p laoe .  

southern rater8 

of S t .  Larrance. 

Apparently t h e  f i u h   me^ lay of1 on c1-18 

edre of the elf etream i n  the winter. 

Probably do not all go a8 far aouth. The 

emaller l i 8 h  m a y  be f&- south. 

The early sthoole, the i i o h  come i n  *om 

the edge 01' the gulf u w e m  betrem i-latteram 

and Cape Charles, and rorl.. eauterly; and some 

euhools rill work i n  and t r i m  Lhis shore. 

Fi6h would be caueht just  as r e a d i l y  with 

hook and line a6 t h e y  ever were. When there 

rere w n y  Arnerioan ve86818. in t h e  Gulf that 

uoed toll b a i t  they took f i o h  i n  larger 

quantities. When we had an abundanoe of 

uakerel we were fiahing ri&t alont:, ana the  

vessel8 throwing bait ,  all workiry easterly on 

OUT own shore, and in P8ot right down I n t o  the 

Biy 



This yea. and last year they have comnetlced 

&:. LO s t a y  down there and throw bait, ani come-  

quently the whole ot' that Ground i s  Pishinf: 

ground. Wherever they throw the b a i ; ,  f i sh 

come. Whetiler ;hey come f o r  that b a i t  or f'or 

other l'ish that teed upon the bait, is a 

quest i on . 
Thir year tiiey did f'irst rate. Sonre men 

shared as high as $600. or $700. 

Think8 very few uwners from hare woulci be 

in Favor of abolishinr the se ines .  

Uaakerel 8paw:l in June  and J u l y .  Around 

Blaek I8land in July. On tho coast  or Idaine 

i n  July. Suppoaes the  spawn is l o a v i n p  them 

a l l  the time from the l e t  of June LO about the 

middle of Ju ly .  After the middle of J u l y  

hardly ever 880  any spawn i n  Lhe i'jssh. 

4 The o lose  t i m e  lar ~ 8 8  passed beoauae a 

f e w  years ago when a l l  the vessel8 went aouth 

they  hau t o  put the p r i t e  down GO nothine.  

W 8 r  not 8 Oent made. They rupplied Her York 
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with rnaakerel and c o t  no benef i t  l'rom it, con- 

s e q ~ e n t l y  there  was no money in coin:. soxth,  

and t h e ?  t i i e y  went t a  work t o  s k i t  it off', as 

they  thought it wo>a.ld benefi  t t h o  fishery . 
Thinks tiio close soason d i d  80me good. He 

threw away 200 barrels at two different t i m c s  

because he aould not sell t h e m  at :lew York. 

That was i n  1885. 

The f i r a t  3 years he went f o r  mackerel  

he went hooking, and averaged about 1,000 

barrels a year. I?e di:i the  b e s t  thaL was done 

by any vessel from here. After t h a t  r t x r t e d  

s e i n i q ,  an6 never' did 80 w e l l ,  b d ~  t h e  trouble  

was he d i d  not know much about the bJsiness 

and had a seine that vas not made right. 



113s cone 2s far 05 3 7 O  30'. 

~Tfou~c l  be some vnr in+ , ion  where the schools 

first appcnrocl. Docs n o t  khink the f i s h  ever tr;, 





strike ri,.;lit in. 

I. 



--&- 

T.hc first fish t!i?.t bqo into t h c  G u l f  EO 

r i y h t  down around S c p t t e r i .  The Yqo1lie A d a m f f  

folloved t h e m ,  and s t r u c k  from the Crpc Shore to 

rlorth Cape, rieht in t h e  fiel6.s of ice.  The 1Ce 

KBS l a t e  onil the mckcrel  early. ! I ? i c 2 y  '-0 r i T h t  up 

bc+,wean ?%@alens and Pr inae  Edwards Islane. 

Cspt .  Jacobs followed t h e m  up ?s f z r  as 

Gaspc and l o s t  them. Does nut kno-7 clicthcr +,?icy 

went -ap on t he  Labrador coast o r  not. This s m c r  

t hey  traced thcr? up ?!rettr  nell, and they went LZI) 

on the Labraclor cor,st. Have followed them throuzh 

the Strczits of Belle Tsle.  

The first school  i s  m c h  l a r p r  than the 

second, and coz~es i n  throuyfi the main entrance. 

Goes mostly the same way d o m  the Cape Shore. 

'ihree Schools EO dam, 3 to 5 da2.s fOllOFin(: C R c h  

other.  The soco*:A school c;ocs mount!. mostl,; as 

thc first. !Re thirr? school s t r i k e &  thc Cape Sable 

shore, There m e  three  s i zes ,  Some of thc third 

school Toes throu,yh the Gut of Canso, but n o t  a 

larce proport ion,  Mostly Lq t kn *ou~h  the  m i n  en2 

trance. The second and third achools do not 9 very 

far north, an(? come out earlier t M n  t h e  others .  

This f ~ l l  the 1st of 'Tovembor the:' were fcoin:: by 

H n l i f a x .  Then the next school t h a t  comes arc a 



rslana belonr: t o  two o r  three schools. l lzey so as 

itxr north as the Mac:c?alens, am1 G e t  on the main 

shore, on the  Yen Brwnsyick shore; and some up in 
a 

the Bay Chalexr. Does not think t h e y  TO up on t h e  

Labractor shore. 

The f i rs t  school ail1 ~verac=c about 100 

Fbrrels. T e  cawyht them when they would go 117 

fish to 200 pounds. They were about lG to 21 

saw ras this f R l l  about the first pa r t  of 'Tovembcr, 

f rom Muisburg ~2.1 alonf: the  Cq-e S!iore. The s i z e  

af the second school is from 12 to  14 inches, anc? 

t h e  third school about 11 t o  13 inches. 

There are a groat m s r p  fish that TO i n to  

the Gulf of St. Lawrence. They 60 not school es 

w e l l  there arc in  the Gulf of ;*aim, an?. it io not 

30 easy $0 t ake  them. me:? do not aprcar to show 

~ o o d  elen tho: Ret d o n  there. 

The reason they do not b i t e  d o m  there 

is bemuse they have so mn:? r5;ill-netts; that breaks 

t h e m  up and scffx-es ttton. 

not have the ,yLll-neta down there they would sc!rool 

better. Gill-nets &re tho worst thing ever put  in 

the water for any ffwhekman, whether hook and. l i n e  

B 
Thinks that if tho:- did 



r i g h t  do= the C&pe Shore to G ~ n s o ,  

After the FirJfi start to move nort?? fron 

the so?~thern grauntls until they  rerrch ??IC Care Shore 



they are  m o v h c  too Tast to m k e  it; possible to 

catch +,hex. They 81.c movinq at the rate of' f i ve  

m i l e s  an  hour. S'onetirics they EO even f'mter than 

tha t .  
d 

' k e  fish c o m i n ~  out of t h e  G u l f  in tlic 

fall., as they p s s  down thc  Canc Shore, arc unly 

seen Rt nic!rts. Do not appear in the CIP.;~ t i m c ,  

ant; f i s h i n ?  IIRS to bc camied on nostl:; n t  nisht. 

About 10 d a y s  ~ , Y ( J ,  about :he 10th o r  Et5 

of ZTaaernber, there vere sotne of our f l ee t  or: Canso, 

sone off Louisbur?.,, some off  Sir?nc:r, some o f f  5ortl-r 

Cape and o f f  St. Paul, am? fish were Been zt a11 of 

those places. at :he s m c  time, and all ,yoin; i n  

larye bodies.  Seemed as thou~h t!iere xcre 200 

m i l e s  of them. Those f i s h  m r e  movi'nq b:r  5i2ney 

for ten dqm, an6 coin,y by I h l i f a x  for. t e n  d a y s .  

From Grand Manon t o  Cape Coi?,  w h i l c  there 

m y  hwe  been plenty of f i s h  dtwinr: the m c r ,  

the;? did not school yell, and very fcn mrc t&cn. 

This frtll ZL large hoc?:' of schoolin,? fish 

were seen a t  the south of' !To-:?tir,'a Land out by 

Rlock Island. That vas i n  July and hu.Fst, 811 

large f i s h .  Vessels carilrl do nothinr; w i t h  them, 

bccmse they m r c  r;oinT very f a s t .  There were 

thauslsn?s of them so~-r%hW€98t of Smth 930al Licht 



e t t s  7%:. at? U t e  as the 20th o f  !Tovcmber. Crtpt. 

Wi th  lifts C P U ~ ? I ~  the- about the same time, Capt, 

Chisholn? heha caut-ltf +,hem as l n t e  w i t h  the hook. 

Cauryht 17 barrels in Earnstable Ba? on thc 17th of 

hvember. T?mt m s  about 130. 

Ir) 





cember on the IJewfoWland s?iore. 

!!!hey @re never so coo+! on tho ?leafoimdLnt3d * 
coast as t?icy arc  on th i s  3Iio~e.  ITever a s  fa t .  

fn 1876 we vent ri@t d a m  t o  the Crape 

Shore ~ n d  caii4it  450 b ~ m e l s ,  when the last school 

t2lcy y t  t ) '~c i  isbout lI.1T.E. ,+or? Scatteri, about 25 

4cck of :??e vc~sscl .  All f!iose f i s h  were cstppnrent- 

the 4th of June. Los t  thm j u s t  short of t!ie ice.  

Seem4 t o  come %: little breeze an3 they sunk. 

Seemed to be frozen s t i f f .  

Chaleur for m c k c r e l ,  t m c ?  t h e  best feociinq pm.mc2. 

Cird Island ij  n nice plsce  to hOOk. Often larger 

mackerel arounr? there than anywhere i n  the Bag. * 
TIie h c s t  hookiqq p h c e  in t h e  Gulf is south f r o m  

East Point.  



Yay fountt m c k c r e l  ahout 80 miles o f f  shoro fren 

Five Tathorn Fnnk Licht Ship, an6 about 120 m i l e s  

A*om Send:: IIoak. 
4B 

Prcdaccoua C i s f i  destroy more mackerel. thRn 

the *i*hole f l e e t  of vessels. The pr incf ra l  fishes 

arc $he blue fish, Squid are very had, an? c l s o  



dog fish. T i ~ l c s  arc a l s o  very d e s t r u c t i v e .  /.Is0 

horse mcCcerc1, b o n i t o s  am: olbzcorcs.  Ail the 

are about %fit worst t’iin:.; y e t .  Get 10 or 12 of  

too!: any. RSxceyt L!E se very sml l  fish, "Lie r e -  

ID m i n d ~  vere aboutal‘- larqa fish. 

Cap%. ?nit11 thinks that  thc nur?ber of 

mackerel. taken b:? man, r o q n r e d  to t h e  m n b e r  

k i l l e d  by p ~ e d ~ c e o u s  fis?i and birds is as to D drop 















. 



but priicre t h w e  is one beet now, there mere t e n  

boats then. The pinkies  would carry 10 to 14 rwn 

md the  l a r g e r  veascls 20 t o  25 men, 

Cayt. Zrrcobs thinks t f i n t  the f i s h  which keep 

not on tile Cape Shore 01- in the Gulf, 'iardly ever 

find very l a r p  schools in the G u l f .  In the Gulf 

of blainc t h e y  E e l  hwpr schoolc t;l.l?3 elsewhere. 

? los t  oi' t?ic t r aps  are. e a s t  o f  Yamouth to Crspc 

Sable, and some around Crnso, On the  c o a s t  o r  I'lova 

Sco t i a ,  A rnojority o r  +,hc fish t h e m  are cau<y!it 

batmen S t .  !%w;"3 an? Cnpe Sable. The q i l l -ne t z  

usoA *on Cape Sable  down t o  Louisbmg f r o m  3 to 

6 m i l o &  o f f  ahore t ake  the large fish w h i c h  pass 

up t ? m t  s t i o i ~  in t?ie spri.15. 

Capt. Zncobs t o l l e d  n quantity of dog f i s h  

aronnct his vosscl this s7mer* an6 tr ied  to k i l l  

t hem w f t h  dymmito, hit would not k i l l  over a dozen. 

9ynamite.tried on cw?f i sh  showed that they would net 

come up to t he  surfkczz from a depth of more thsn 

7 fathoms. 

Purse se ines  w i l l  not be used much i2 thc  Gulf 
- -  LRarence insiAc of 1G or 17 fathoms, a s  thc: 

io 3 0  rou,yh t??e seines woulcl bc torn, nnfl 



Yore been ctone prcvious to t h i s  t k n  w i l l  cvcr’ be 

clone asain. 



F!Ss business was establishdd in 1F49. 

The purse a e i m  came into -.tse somenheres 

about 20 years afro. It Cievsloperd s l o w l y  at 

. f i r s t  beca:isn %her were used at i’irst for 

menhaden, ~ + n d  t h e n  fnr riaekercl .  A t  thi=: t i m e  

t h e r e  was a very lwco  f l e e t  of vessels r e n t  

mackerelinc with hook anli  l i n e .  Thinks i n  

same y w r s  i ear ly  1,000 v e s s e l s  were en,Fmd 

off our shores, ?‘aim, ’Tc.~; ?-Impshire and 

F’cissacht~ao+,ta, cszch”7;nf- r t a c k s r e l  RItoratfler 

with t h e  hook :ind l i n e .  And way back Mien the 
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hook a3d l i n e .  

In 1890 t h o  c a t c h  of f  Xaerachusetts was 

only about 19,000 barrels. There used to be 

perfoes of‘ sc3rce years,  Sui, 3 e  docs W L  think 

t ” i r :  mackere l  oi‘ t,Foss j o a r s  were ma.1l.y s - a r m ,  

but thinkF: thp. v s s s e l s  not  ,-ea& Lhe ?groper 

yr ounrl s . 
Arounck Sable  I s l a r d  USE #. to L e  ;z p e a t  

pl-“.ce :‘or mackere l .  Tho v?r*L’ l a r p e s t  c a t c l i s s  

of ELsh  used to h e  mado t b r e .  Of‘ l a t e  yea r s  
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they have eawht them %he l a t t er  part o f  !Aarch. 

The sesaslrs that en,yaf"ed i n  mackerel fis9ing i n  

those days dtso  enpaFad i n  cod f i sh ing .  

If wc eaucht 400,000 barrels of' mackerel 

now, do not know where we would market them, 

blackere1 t h a n  were a b a t t e r  a r t i c l e ,  however, 

than t h e y  are t is  a whole to-bay. 

Thinks tkie purs.: seine and pound fishery 

both should have rsstrictions. There is no 

One fishint- for makerel t o - d ~ y ,  with the  

twaeptfon sf the pant la  and W e i r l ,  and they are 

ctltohinr them along a l l  the time. F m m  150 to 

a hffher number of' barrel6 come up every dply 

from the, Provinces, ( ?  P 0 P ) .  

?irckerel a m  not a pFolific fish, there i s  

no gtisstfan about that. Take the aorast of 

3orway For ffluscratlan. There 18 nothlnp u8ed 

there for mackerel except the haok and l i n e ,  

an8 they have not t a  any p a a t  extent  pu+*suad 

the mackerel fishery 20 export to  at?-~er 

aauntrias. It is s o l d  simply far local f a d ;  
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and maokersl are not plenty  there to-day. 

One vsseel went to ':ornay this y0&rt and s a i d  

there w e ~ e  a few f ie% there, but could not 

catah them. 

Mackerel a s  a rule are surfaue ;'ish. 

Only EO into deep waters at times when t h e y  are 

g l d v i ~ ~ ,  or a t  spaminp time. 

They eannat take uare of thmsefves  as 

against other fish, Take the  blue f ish,  %hey 

w i l l  take care at' themselves, but maakorel arc 

a prey far most every f i s h  thae &here is. 

Not being n p m l i f i a  f ish,  and s t t  the 

8- time a defenaeless f iuh ,  if le t  alone they 

will not increase very fast. Fake a l l  the  

m&ern applianeea,  nets, purua seines,  pounds 

and traps, and t hey  da not l?aoe t-? fa ir  show. 

!?e have obm t o  the oonoluslon that  malrerel 

cannot hold the i r  OWR with the modern a p p l i -  

&noes that %re -*$ed t o  eatah them. 

In the old day6 diu not bey;in t o  t a k e  f i s h  

until after the upawning seeson. Does not 
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think, at8 a Pule, mackerel Sp8Wf l  i? the Bnrlish 

water8 until J u l y .  I n  aur waters t h e y  spawn a 

little earlier,  t7ecaPL'am OUT waters arr3 a i i t t l e  

warmer. A fish t h a t  h:ta a t cnd:wy  Lo early 

fa tness  spawns earl ier .  Fish t h a t  are poor 

spawn late usually, 

Thinks there ahould he cancurrent actfan 

between the IJnited 5 t a t e a  nna t h e  Pornininn of 

Canada in r e p r d  LQ th.: purse seine'l'iskery. 

'He  would clay, have qo mackerel caupcht either 

by purae s e i n e s ,  pounds 01-  ill nets  dntll t h e  

1st of J u l y .  Rat I t  w w l d  be p r e z t y  herd to 

havet a one-sided rewlrrtion or restriction, 

Pouna net8 have been used ever since he has had 

any aequaintance with fishinc. Wave used 

them a11 alonp the  *Java Scotia 8kore and Cape 

Ereton, and all up an the west. shore, b??t  

mostly at the Mq-dalen' 8 .  

?fat as many people are b e n e f i t t e u  by the 

purse swine fishery a8 use< 20 be i n  t h e  old 
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times, For purse seine fishinr t h e y  have to 

have a l l  able-bodied mon, 

Thrnk8 t he  caa i’isherq of more irnpostance 

Tn 1PP.O the eettckl of’ mackerel ::a8 marly 

cau,ck;t in Rnclish s s t e r a .  

As a rule Khsq mackere l  P i r a t  s t r i k e  this 

shore they are m a l l .  Sometfmes whole schools 

w i l l  corn3 on this & o r e  year af te r  year, and 

increase in s ize ,  and you can trace them year 

after year. The larps catch in 1354 -ere 

small fiah. Tha lwfe f i s h  t h a t  our vesse l s  

caucht t%is year the f ’ lrsz  of June wepe 

undaubtedly ths remnants of tha t  big  8chool of 

i‘fsh that  had bccn t ravel inr :  year after year, 

Tfioae f i s h  vent In to  the Eay; the last 

catch vias of f  Sfdney,  Capt,  Jacobs  6tateu 

that  he followed that  sehaol of f i s h  Way up 
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above the Mapdalcn'a, anrr in e i r h t  of' Gasye, 

anti there they sua: E R G  h? 10s:. tF-ieTri. T 5 m c  

f i s h  are no t  caur-ht a q a i n  until qui te  la t l j  i n  

the f d.1, t h e y  ar'e cr.J.ch L. E b O s t  ? K C l U S i V C -  

ly by the nets  an5 pou?:is along= the 'Tom 

P c o t i a  c o a s t .  'f'hsa? l'ish a re  t > s  mother Fish 

and are of n?om importance in the aupp ly  of 

the new schools  t h a n  any other : is:? :re have on 

our shores. 

The loss 01' l i f e  1 s  vcry math smaller Sy 

the modem vay 01' r ' i s h j n ?  than i t  was i n  the 

old hanil l i n e  X s k i n E .  Than vessel8 aaeri LO 

f i s h  c l o s e  topsther whzn t h e m  cmt? a pale 

%?my aoxld ' 0  adrffr ,  s ~ d  %h-:ri> wo-.ila be a v e r y  

larce loss of' l i f e .  

Peerper Qank wan a very p o r i  f ' ishiny 

praund for C l m i c e s t s r  vssse ld  with kl:?ic! l i n e s  

{cod f ishery,  9 t e .  ) . rjptuyht ahat TUS Icr~own 

in the t raa@ as Eeorgss f i s h ,  and %hey were the 

f i n e s t  an3 b e s t  f i s h  t o  be had anywhere. 

Vasas ls  &4d not  r+o t r a w l f q  %her3 until abaut 

20 years ago. Previous to tha t  t i m e  some 



years, perhaps 200 vosftels would  be L't'ialiinR on 

t h a t  Bank a t  one time. They becan to use 

trawls 0'1 tha t  Bank, anri to-day you wnnot 

c v t a h  m y  15sh there :pith hand l i n e s ,  In 20 

years' t i m e  t ha t  ?rink 'ias been destroyed as a 

hook and l i n e  f'ishinr- ground. Useti to cazch 

more f i s h  an tha t  :ank t han  re cartfkt on all 

the  o t h e r  f ' .  shfn. ,croilnds put. tocngther. 

To-day i: (1098 not pay to 8enr.i vessel6 t he re  

hook and Llne ;iahinr. 

T h i n k s  i t  was a skame LO allow vessels to 

po fishin? nnti s a t t h  t.hose 8rnttl-i cod i low 

around the * R i p s *  off ? n n t : ~ c k n t  fSLippo8eLi GO be 

from fry p l a n t e a  b~r  Fish Commission), The 

v e s s e l s  have alnoat, bro':an up t h a t  SathoOl 02 

f i s h  in 3 years. They fierheti t he re  3 years,  

anti %his l a s s  y e a r  there were l e s s  than te,'ore. 

Tho second year ?*hey foimd them they had a 

laret? nixmbes of' vessels ,  and caucht 4,000,000 

aailnds of t*hem. '%era were q u t t e  e number of 

them %hi8 year, but they did no t  do bs 
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ment would t rea t  us that way. That i s  t h e  way 

t h e y  have dr iven  R n c l i a h  merchants out of the 

business to a great e x t e n t ,  a m  they  have mne 

into the %8t Indi8  m r k s t s ,  and now t h e y  are 

earning into the i rni ted S t a t e e '  markets .  

Bmwa of one 11383 who has boup,bt G to 10 ctfr~oss 

& 

of them, and the  quantity is inerctasinr: each 

year ? i l e  such reculationa are in force 

you m a t  g i w  our fishernen every latitude you 

ean p o s s i b l y ,  so that they  can h o l d  t h e i r .  own. 

&very fisherman that receive8 a bounty is 

rsptstered, and th8 Gaverment can t a k e  those 

men whenever they want to. It is understood 

that they can t aka  them i'ar the navy 8% some 

i'uture t i m e ,  

Thinks tho trawl l i n e  irs a destructive 

metho4 of f'iahinr, but does not see how it e m  

be Given up simply because that  to-day is t h e  

only way of 1'ishinp. The supply wou1d be 

rsdueed almort to nathinr if we cave up trawl 
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l i n e  fi sh inf .  Some vessel8 set 16 miles of' 

rround l i n e ,  

The measurement i'or the small codfish id 

under 22 inches. They Feaaure i t  from the 

extended part, or' t 5 e  nape. :'easur@ the 

shortest distance. Godi'isfi ~ u n  smaller of 

l a t e  y e a r s .  RverythinF above 22 inches is 0 

larp f i sh .  "he l i v e  rneasuremeqt f o r  I n r y e  

fish is 28 inchen and over.  The coui'isr? 

ca3gh.e arou_vld Georms a r c  t h e  b a s t  f i s h  cauprht 

anywhere in t h e  world. The next  grade below 

22 inches is 15 inches. Prom 15 to 23 inohes  

is mediam. Eelow 15 incke8,  we ea11 them 

811ap~:ers. The macket for  barreled Tis : :  is 

. linited to :.'ay, June, and some very few i n  

July .  Those f i s h  a m  simply sa l ted  thc? lame 

as a l l  pickbed f i sh .  

After co.3 come from the veereel ve want 

them t o  be In s a t  for E for tn ich t ,  ani1 t h e n  we 

take them out of the butts and put t h e m  i n  1]iL3s 

about 4 fee t  hiph land then we put vft?iI*bta on 

them far perhaps a m  or two days, and %hen 8 
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vary nice dry northwest wind w i l l  curd t hem for 

the avsraqe western market. Tf we are poing 

to cure them f 'or ehippiti- f i sh ,  we )lave to 

t a k e  3 differem daya. %en you come to take 

85 deprees of teqterrsture, at i h e  1are;er p o i n t  

where t h e  rlrae that I s  b@twa+n the  scales ,  

w i l l  melt, an;! tkrey bcrcame what we c a l l  burnt  

f i s h .  They haye :3 siyettw at Ealifax where 

t%ey dry f i s h  t!itlt are no.1; pickLen ::nd salted. 

e Durinrt the  close season %%inks t h s  !lack- 

ere1 increased on t h i s  coa8t .  IZ thare  was :in 

early close gea80n Lhe f i sher r?sn  roul:i fo l low 

other kinds 01' r'iehinp;. 

There is Kreat anmaps dons by the nets  

and p m d a  alony: shore. They do not  cateh 

marty mackerel nlonr the tlnized States c m 8 t  in 

nets  and paunus durfnfv the sprinr or the year, 

bat at Nova Scotia they cateh then a l l  t h e  

t i m e .  

A S ; T ~ E L ~  I-any of brts fi8hemm think you 

mtnat not put any restriction at a l l  on t h e  



f i shery ,  bu; he cannot 8be haw you can have 

f i s h  preserved unless :;nu do put some r e s t r i c -  

tion on the  catah. Take h e r r i n r ,  mackerel 

and other  ediide fish, ana the  Rpplif%nCf96 we 

have rill cat& t h e  L . ~ @ ? Y ,  b u t  re  do not  

decrease the mmber of other  f ' i a h  t h a t  prey  

upon tf iem. 

Does not think menk:adm or alswivea are 

the natura l  3300:: of' the codfish.  They feed 

upon f i sh  t h a t  are near t h e  bottom of' the 

sosan,---Cr*ba, shrlmps, etc .  The principal 

food far cod in the nor thern  raters to the 

Oulf of St. Lawrence, is the cayelin. 

bass not think y a ? ~  eve- see c o d f i a h  

achoolinr on the  surf'rtce on t h i s  c o a s t r  The 

herrinp is a quicker f i s h  zhan the cod, nd i t  

is a very p a m e  t h i n r  t o  f ind  codfish with 

hsrrlnf or menhaden in them. Sometimes w i l l  

sae them w i t h  squid i n  them. 

Sell the l a r p a  codfish For about $5.25 a 

quintal and t h e  amal? ones for ahoat 
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